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“Reach for the Sun” Solar Fundraising Campaign 

Questions & Answers 

 
Q1. What is the financial goal of this campaign? 
$36,000.   The total project will cost $43,680; a gift of $8,736 from Richard Fowler, in honor of his 
wife Marilyn, provided the kickstart. 
 
Q2. What will this cover? 
The hardware and installation of a 15kW grid-tied solar system including approximately 52 solar 
panels; an inverter to convert direct current into alternating current; racks to attach the panels to 
the roof; and other electrical equipment.  Improvements in equipment efficiency are ongoing and 
final selection of hardware will be determined at the time of installation.   

 
Q3.  What is the purpose of this project? 
By installing solar panels, we will reduce our church’s emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), which 
are produced by burning fossil fuels to generate electricity. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas 
and the buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is causing the Earth’s climate to change. 
These solar panels will generate electricity and reduce the amount of electricity we need to buy 
from DTE. One of the major sources of DTE Energy’s electricity is from burning coal. 
 
Q4. How do solar panels help the environment? 
Solar panels generate electricity from the sun’s rays. The more solar electricity we make, the less 
electricity we need to purchase from DTE. About half of the electricity that DTE generates comes 
from burning coal, which emits carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. This contributes to global 
warming and climate change. If we as individuals and as a congregation reduce our “carbon 
footprint,” there will be less of an impact of climate change on our children, grandchildren and 
people around the world. It will also lessen the impact on wildlife and the natural world. 

 
Q5.  Will this project reduce the church’s carbon footprint and lessen its impact on the 
environment? 
Yes. The proposed system will have the environmental impact of planting 30 acres of trees or 
taking 65 cars off the road. The installation of these solar panels will demonstrate the church’s 
commitment to support the historic 2015 global climate change agreement in Paris, which aims to 
reduce greenhouse gases worldwide. This agreement was signed by the United States and more 
than 190 other nations. 
 
Q6. Who will benefit from the installation of solar panels? 
Everyone! CCB will benefit by having to buy less electricity. People and animals around the world 
will benefit by reduced emissions of greenhouse gases. It is the poor who are harmed the most by 
climate change. 
 
Q7. Who will install this solar system? 
Srinergy, a Michigan clean-energy technology company with design and development capabilities 
with extensive experience in installing solar systems. 
 
Q8. When will these solar panels be installed? 
We hope that this solar system will be installed during the summer of 2018.  Much of the timing is 
dependent on approvals from DTE Energy and the City of Bloomfield Hills. 
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Q9.   Will this project reduce our electric bill? 
Yes. CCB currently uses about 60,000 kilowatt hours of electricity a year. This project will 
generate about 15,000 kilowatt hours of electricity each year and reduce CCB’s electricity use by 
an estimated 20 percent.  Over a 20-year span, the system is project to save the church up to 
$59,992.  (These savings comprehend the panel’s loss of efficiency over time). 
 
Q10.    Where will the solar panels be installed?  Why that location? 
Fellowship Hall roof.  As it is a flat surface, Fellowship Hall’s roof does not have a specific 
directional orientation but it is well suited to support solar panels that are mounted at a standard 
10o tilt / angle for optimal southern-oriented exposure.  This roof offers a continuous surface to 
support the panels with minimal shading from the building structure or surrounding trees.  
Engineers have determined that the roof is structurally sound for such a system.  The installation 
will be easier than on the high roof above the sanctuary (which also has skylights that would 
create interference).   

 
Q11.    Will the solar panels be visible from the street? 
No.  We do not expect them to be visible, or at most, very minimally. 

 
Q12.   Will they cause the roof to leak or invalidate the warranty on the roof? 
No. The installation will utilize a ballast anchoring system that does not penetrate the roof surface.  
Great care - and close supervision - will be taken during the installation to minimize the chance for 
damage to the EPDM roof membrane.  Following the installation of the solar panels, JD Candler 
will inspect the roof to affirm the continuity of the roof warranty. 

 
Q13. How long will it take to install the solar panels? 
The installation is expected to take about two weeks after all approvals are obtained and the 
materials are on-site.   
 
Q14. What does the national office of the United Church of Christ in Cleveland think about 
solar panels? 
UCC strongly supports this effort. In June 2015, the UCC General Synod passed a resolution 
urging all UCC churches to move as rapidly as possible away from burning fossil fuels and 
towards the installation of solar and other renewable sources of energy. 

 
Q15. How long will the solar panels last? 
The solar panels are warranted for 25-years. Over this time they will very gradually become less 
efficient. Many solar systems installed in the 1970s – about 40 years ago – are still producing 
electricity. And the technologies have improved greatly since that time.   With the 25-year 
warranty, the panels can be expected to last as long as or longer than the roof.   

 
Q16.   Did CCB get other bids? 
No.  Srinegy was initially selected based upon the recommendation of Michigan Interfaith Power & 
Light (MiPL).  They were responsible for the installation at First United Methodist Church of 
Ferndale, Richard Fowler’s home church.  Steve Payer is employed in this business sector and 
will act as our expert / ‘general contractor’, supervising the final selection of hardware, applications 
and the installation. 
 
 
 
Q17. Has this been approved by Leadership at the church? 
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Yes. In 2016 this project was approved by the Church Council, the gift accepted from Richard 
Fowler and the contract signed with Srinergy.  That plan called for a ‘social investor’ to cover the 
remaining cost; since that time the market for ‘social investors’ has largely evaporated, hence the 
change to internal funding.   

 
Q18. Will the church be covered for potential damage and liability while solar panel 
installation is underway? 
Yes. Srinergy is fully insured. 

 
Q19. Have other churches in Michigan installed solar panels? 
Yes. Some of the churches that have installed solar systems are First United Methodist Church of 
Ferndale (Richard Fowler’s home church), Plymouth United Church of Christ in Grand Rapids, the 
First Presbyterian Church in Saline, Edgewood UCC in East Lansing and the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Ann Arbor.  

 
Q20. Are solar panels a proven technology in Michigan? 
Yes. General Motors, Ford Motor Company, Michigan State University, many homes, nonprofits 
and other organizations have installed solar systems. Contrary to what many think, the amount of 
solar energy in Michigan is only 7% less than in Florida (Source: Michigan Interfaith Power & 
Light). More than 1,000,000 solar systems have been installed in the United States. 

 
Q21. What are the maintenance requirements of the system? 
With ‘no moving parts’, solar systems require minimal maintenance.  A few times a year, the 
panels should be inspected for any dirt or debris that may collect on them.  Snow generally melts 
or slides off shortly after snowfalls.  The system comes with a monitoring service where one can 
login with credentials and monitor the production and performance either from a laptop or phone, 
allow tracking of system performance and early identification of problems. 
 
Q22. How can I contribute? 
You can send a check to the Congregational Church of Birmingham, UCC, 1000 Cranbrook Road, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48306. Write “Solar Fund” on the check.  Commitments can also be gifts of 
stock/appreciated securities. We have provided a number of options for participation:  funding one 
or multiple panels - or any dollar amount you wish.  We hope that everyone joins in this activity to 
‘Reach for the Sun’.  Commitments can be made in a lump sum or over a period of three years. 
Additionally, we are investigating signage options that will create an ‘Honor Roll’ of participants. 
We suggest that you check with your tax professional regarding tax ramifications of your choice of 
commitment/gift. 

 
Q23. What happens if the church doesn’t raise $36,000?  
Church leaders are confident that the goal will be achieved. However, if it is not, the church may 
consider using Invested Reserves or other options.   If it is determined not to pursue the project, 
contributions specifically earmarked will be returned to the donors. 

 
Q24. What happens if the campaign raises more than $36,000? 
Any additional contributions will go into a fund for future building improvements. 

 
Q25. Where can I get more information? 
See members of the Green Ministry:  Steve Olson, Steve Payer, Anne Honhart or Lynn Wilsher.  
 
Draft   03.26.2018 


