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 You May Contact Rev. Ott for any request or emergency at 
 989-245-0092 or REVLRO@aol.com. 
 

 Prayer Request?  Email Rev. Ott (REVLRO@aol.com) or the church office 
 (ccbinfo@ccbucc.org) to have prayers included in the worship service 
 prayer time and the Weekly Prayers email. 
 

 Are You in the Loop?  Stay current on all CCB news.  Contact the church 
 office to receive our email communications. 
 

 View Worship Service Live Broadcasts and the library of previously 
 recorded services on the “Congregational Church or Birmingham, United 
 Church of Christ” YouTube channel at: 
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwfTgUDxKOY9u4KkZbExhpw. 
 

 

WORSHIP GUIDE 
(Bold indicates in unison.) 

 

PRELUDE “Be Still” McDonald 

 

WELCOME  Pastor Louise 

 

TILLING THE SOIL 
 

GROUNDED AND ROOTED IN GOD  Pastor and People 

 

OPENING SONG “Be Thou My Vision” Sing Along 
 [CH #595] 

 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
 thou my best thought by day or by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
 thou my redeemer, my love thou hast won, 
 thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
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 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
 Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

 Great God of heaven, my victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

THE PARABLE SEED 

 
 Luke 15:1-2,11-32 Larry Reeve 
 

All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to 
him.  The Pharisees and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 

Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons.  The younger son said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the inheritance.’  Then the father 
divided his estate between them.  Soon afterward, the younger son 
gathered everything together and took a trip to a land far away.  There, he 
wasted his wealth through extravagant living. 
 

“When he had used up his resources, a severe food shortage arose in that 
country and he began to be in need.  He hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.  He longed 
to eat his fill from what the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything.  When 
he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have 
more than enough food, but I’m starving to death!  I will get up and go to 
my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you.  I no longer deserve to be called your son.  Take me on as one 
of your hired hands.” ’  So he got up and went to his father. 
 

“While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with 
compassion.  His father ran to him, hugged him, and kissed him.  Then his 
son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I no 
longer deserve to be called your son.’  But the father said to his servants, 
‘Quickly, bring out the best robe and put it on him!  Put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet!  Fetch the fattened calf and slaughter it.  We must 



celebrate with feasting because this son of mine was dead and has come 
back to life!  He was lost and is found!’  And they began to celebrate. 
 

“Now his older son was in the field.  Coming in from the field, he 
approached the house and heard music and dancing.  He called one of the 
servants and asked what was going on.  The servant replied, ‘Your brother 
has arrived, and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he 
received his son back safe and sound.’  Then the older son was furious and 
didn’t want to enter in, but his father came out and begged him.  He 
answered his father, ‘Look, I’ve served you all these years, and I never 
disobeyed your instruction.  Yet you’ve never given me as much as a young 
goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours 
returned, after gobbling up your estate on prostitutes, you slaughtered the 
fattened calf for him.’  Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, 
and everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad 
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive.  He was lost and is 
found.’” 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Dr. Carmel Tinnes, 

Director of Christian Education 
 

 Growing in us, God’s laughter,  [repeat] 
 Growing in us, God’s shalom,  [repeat] 
 Growing in us, God’s kindness,  [repeat] 
 Growing in us, God’s love.  [repeat] 
 Grow in us, God!  Amen.  [repeat] 
 

PLANTING THE STORY 
 

UNISON PRAYER (adapted from Ruth Burgess) 

O Divine Storyteller, 
You sit down with us and share our tears. 

You inspire us with love 
and shake our foundations with laughter. 

Come into our lives 
and tell your story through our stories. 

By the power of your Spirit be planted in us!  Amen. 
 



THE CONVERSATION “The Seed of Character” Pastor and People 

 

MUSIC OF THE DAY “You Are Mine” Haas 

 Chancel Choir Sing Along 
 

WATERED WITH PRAYER 
 

CALL TO PRAYER “Sanctuary” Sing Along 
 [FWS #2164] 

 Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
 pure and holy, tried and true. 
 With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
 sanctuary for you. CCLI #741179 
 
We continue to pray for: 

 All persons at risk in contracting COVID-19 

 Carly & Amy Moe, for the health and viability of their pregnancy 

 Char, Marla Otterbacher’s mother, in treatment for breast cancer 
 Cindy Kyle, in self-quarantine after an outdoor office meeting at a bar 

which was later closed due to a positive case of COVID-19 

 Gary, Greg Schulte’s brother, continuing to test positive for coronavirus 
 Harper Zeller, 2 ½ years old, recovering after surgery to fix a hole in her 

heart, and for her parents, Justin & Erin 

 Liz Hoban, in chemo and radiation treatments 
 Mary Perrin’s parents, at risk in a nursing home and now in separate 

rooms due to her father’s need for extra care 

 Melissa and Calliope Crook, to be reunited permanently 

 Michael, Mary Alice & Greg Schulte’s adult son, who has not been feeling 
well, and for the doctors trying to determine what’s wrong 

 Neil, Kevin Wilson’s dad, recovering in nursing care 

 Rob, Sue Potter’s brother, with metastasized cancer in his bones 
 Ruth Biersdorf, in treatment for cancer 

 Victims of war, violence, and natural disasters everywhere 
 Youth and adults with mental health challenges 
 

BIDDING PRAYER Cathy Rupert 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY LaToya Young, 

Seminary Intern 

 
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER OF JESUS  

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER RESPONSE “Sanctuary” Sing Along 
 [FWS #2164] 

 Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
 pure and holy, tried and true. 
 With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
 sanctuary for you. CCLI #741179 

 
SHARING SEEDS 

 
We are all invited to be valued and beloved seeds of great worth in God’s 
kin’dom.  All people are to be forgiven, loved, and welcomed home.  We 
exist in Christ’s name as a church because being transformed is a personal 
and public endeavor.  We need community to keep us accountable and 
lifted up.  So, say hello in the chat or in the comments.  And please 
subscribe to our YouTube channel so you can find us easily.  We cherish 
every seed of life as we share resources, care for each other, and serve in 
Christ’s name through the ministries of this congregation.  Support the 
sharing of God’s seeds.  Mail giving commitments to the church office.  We 
give online to share God’s seeds from the soil and toil of our lives.  Use the 
donate link on our website, www.ccbucc.org.  Please send prayer requests 
by email or text. 

 

http://www.ccbucc.org/


 

Want to give electronically?  Go to the “Donate” link at www.ccbucc.org, log 
in and donate to whatever fund you choose – Giving Commitments, the five 
UCC Offerings, other Outreach partners, and more!  Please contact Lynn 
Wilsher, Treasurer, if you have questions at treasurerccb@gmail.com. 
 

 

CLOSING SONG “We Are Not Our Own” Sing Along 
  [CH #689] 

 We are not our own. Earth forms us, 
 human leaves on nature's growing vine, 
 fruit of many generations, 
 seeds of life divine. 
 

 We are not alone. Earth names us: 
 past and present, peoples near and far, 
 family and friends and strangers 
 show us who we are. 
 

 Through a human life God finds us; 
 dying, living, love is fully known, 
 and in bread and wine reminds us: 
 we are not our own. 
 

 Therefore let us make thanksgiving, 
 and with justice, willing and aware, 
 give to earth, and all things living, 
 liturgies of care. 
 

 And if love's encounters lead us 
 on a way uncertain and unknown, 
 all the saints with prayer surround us: 
 We are not alone. 
 

 Let us be a house of welcome, 
 living stone upholding living stone, 
 gladly showing all our neighbors 
 we are not our own! 
 

PLANTED IN THE WORLD  Pastor Louise 
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POSTLUDE “Go In Peace and Love” Albrecht 

  
 

Liturgical phrases from: Bare Feet and Buttercups: Resources for Ordinary 
Time by Ruth Burgess (Wild Goose Publications 2008); and Fire and Bread: 
Resources for Easter Day to Trinity Sunday by Ruth Burgess (Wild Goose 
Publications 2006). 
  
 

WE THANK our readers, choir, Tech Team: Gabriel White-Vega and Chris 
Hiner, Worship Design Team: Leslie O’Day-Benyo and Elaine Winter, Joe 
Bentley, and Marina Stojanovska for all their help with today’s service. 
  
 

OUR MINISTRY UPDATES 
 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS & WEEKLY E-UPDATE INFO: CCB switches 
to summer hours beginning this Wednesday, July 1 and continuing through 
August 31.  As in previous years during the months of July & August, the 
church (home) office will be OPEN Monday - Thursday, 9 AM - 3:30 PM, and 
will be CLOSED on Friday.  This year during the summer hours the Weekly 
E-Update email will continue to be sent out on Friday, but the submission 
deadline for content each week is by 9:00 AM on Thursday. 
 
"TEX MIX STORIES OF EARTHY MYSTICISM" featuring Rev. Dr. Tex 
Samples.  Drop in for a video story & conversation at 7:30 PM each 
Thursday, NOW through September 17 (except: 7/9, 8/13 & 9/10).  No 
homework, just Zoom to be together here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89719836002?pwd=aW80b1pldVY1UTJmV1V4M
lhCK01Vdz09 
 
ZOOM & YOU TUBE LINKS!  Check your email for the CCB Weekly E-
Update.  It’s sent out each Friday and contains all the up-to-date Zoom and 
YouTube link info for the: Sundays with Carmel children’s meeting, Sunday 
Worship Service, Sunday Social Hour, and Thursday “Tex Mix” Adult CE 
Conversation. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89719836002?pwd=aW80b1pldVY1UTJmV1V4MlhCK01Vdz09
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HOLIDAY “OFFICE” HOURS: The Church (home) Office will be closed on 
Monday, July 6, for the Independence Day holiday weekend.  It will reopen 
at 9:00 AM on Tuesday, July 7. 
 
MASKS SAVE LIVES!  CCB is committed to protecting ourselves and 
others.  If you already have a mask – great!  If not, we can provide adult 
and child masks free of charge.  Contact Beth at ccbinfo@ccbucc.org.  She’ll 
forward your request to Mary Peterson. 

If you’d like to donate to help cover postage and material costs of your 
mask/s OR if you’d like to support providing masks free of charge for 
essential workers, it would be much appreciated.  Mary's team has sent out 
more than 500 FREE masks to health care workers, post office workers, and 
senior care workers.  You can send a check to CCB-UCC (1000 Cranbrook 
Rd, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-2725).  Write “Pastor's Discretionary Fund” 
on the memo line.  Or contribute to the Fund electronically via myEoffering 
at the “Donate” link on our website (www.ccbucc.org). 
 
WATER COLLECTION: Your help allows those without access to safe 
water, the ability to wash and clean to combat the spread of the 
coronavirus.  The most efficient way to help is through monetary 
contributions.  Collection of water at CCB's front door has ended.  Greg 
Panzica has set up an easy way of donating by credit card on his website at 
www.PeaceNick.org.  He’ll find the most economical ways to purchase and 
deliver water directly where it’s needed most in Detroit and other areas 
around our state.  Or you can send a check to CCB with “People's Water 
Board” on the memo line so donations can be combined and forwarded to 
them.  Finally, you may send checks directly to: People's Water Board 
Coalition, c/o GDABVI, 16625 Grand River Ave, Detroit, MI 48227.  To see 
where your water donations are going proceed to: http://peacenick.org/cgi-
bin/index.pl?fs=4&init=1. 

Peace Nick’s and the People's Water Board’s 501(c)(3) non-profit 
designations are pending.  Donations to Peace Nick will be used entirely for 
bottled water.  Donations to People's Water Board may be used for bottled 
water and/or ancillary services (gloves, masks, disinfectants, transport, etc.)  
Questions?  Contact Greg Panzica (313-215-5767) or Paul von Oeyen (248-
891-7509).  Thank You! 
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What’s Happening @ CCB-UCC This Week 
Bold indicates CCB and/or UCC related.  Regular font indicates rental/outside usage. 

 
 Sunday 9:30 AM Sundays with Carmel (Zoom) 
 6/28/20 10:00 AM Worship (live stream) 
  11:00 AM Zoom to Social Hour (Zoom) 

 
 Monday 12:00 PM New Beginnings of Bloomfield Hills AA (outside) 
 6/29/20  
 
 Tuesday 12:00 PM New Beginnings of Bloomfield Hills AA (outside) 
 6/30/20  
 
 Wednesday 10:00 AM New Beginnings Al-Anon (outside) 
 7/1/20 12:00 PM New Beginnings of Bloomfield Hills AA (outside) 
 
 Thursday 12:00 PM New Beginnings of Bloomfield Hills AA (outside) 
 7/2/20 7:30 PM “Tex Mix Storytelling” Adult CE (Zoom) 
  7:30 PM Nan’s Group Women’s AA (outside) 
 
 Friday Summer Hours – Church Office Closed 

 7/3/20 12:00 PM New Beginnings of Bloomfield Hills AA (outside) 

  2:00 PM Family Farms Cooperative (outside) 
 
 Saturday Happy Independence Day! 
 7/4/20  
 
 Sunday 9:30 AM Sundays with Carmel (Zoom) 
 7/5/20 10:00 AM Worship with Communion (live stream) 
  11:00 AM Zoom to Social Hour (Zoom) 
 
 Monday Holiday Day – Church Office Closed 
 7/6/20 12:00 PM New Beginnings of Bloomfield Hills AA (outside) 
 

The complete church calendar is available at the 
“Calendar” link on our website: www.ccbucc.org.  

http://www.ccbucc.org/


A Just World for All 

 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost June 28, 2020 

 

Welcome to CCB–UCC an “Open and Affirming” Church 
We warmly welcome everyone to worship and into the full life and leadership 
of the church.  Whatever your background - your race, your nationality, your 
physical or mental condition, your gender, your sexual orientation - whoever 
you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you in love as Jesus Christ 
welcomes all.  Gathered by the Holy Spirit, may the comfort and challenge of 
God’s presence renew and inspire us all throughout the coming week.  Again, 

welcome! 

 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Contact a Stephen Minister Leader: 
  Dr. Paul von Oeyen  248-646-0837 
  Rev. Louise R. Ott  989-245-0092 

 
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BIRMINGHAM 
1000 CRANBROOK ROAD (@ WOODWARD AVE)  
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48304-2725 

 
PHONE: 248-646-4511 

EMAIL: ccbinfo@ccbucc.org 
CCB WEBSITE: www.ccbucc.org 

MICHIGAN CONFERENCE WEBSITE: www.michucc.org 
DENOMINATIONAL WEBSITE: www.ucc.org 

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF 

Ministers - The Congregation Rev. Louise R. Ott, Pastor 

Carmel Tinnes, Director of Christian Education LaToya Young, Seminary Intern 

Joe Bentley, Interim Choral Director Marina Stojanovska, Substitute Accompanist 

Guy Creasey, Church Sexton Beth Prevost, Church Administrator 

Summer Office Hours: Monday–Thursday, 9:00AM-3:30PM, Closed Friday (thru August) 
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