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Better to Light One Candle: 
“Come as You Are” 

 

January 23, 2022 ~ 10:00 AM 
 
 

“Only in a free space can re-creation take place and new life be found. 
The real host is the one who offers that space where we do not have to 
be afraid and where we can listen to our own inner voices and find our 
own personal way of being human.” Henri J. Nouwen 
 

 
 

 Welcome Visitors!  We hope you enjoy this church home.  Please take a moment to 
 sign and pass our Ritual of Friendship book.  We heartily welcome you to this family. 
 

 Our Nursery is available during worship.  An usher can direct you. 
 

 You May Contact Rev. Ralph Brown for any pastoral request or emergency at 
 586-872-1618 or brown.ralph.h@gmail.com  
 

 Prayers?  Text them to Rev. Brown (586-872-1618) by 11:30 AM Sunday, or email 
 them to the church office (ccbinfo@ccbucc.org) by 3 PM Friday, so they can be 
 included in the Weekly Prayers email. 
 

 Get in the Loop!  Stay current on CCB-UCC news.  Contact the church office to 
 receive our email communications. 
 

 View Sunday Worship Live Streams and all previously recorded services at: 
 https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC  
 

mailto:brown.ralph.h@gmail.com
mailto:ccbinfo@ccbucc.org
https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC


 
WORSHIP IN OUR SANCTUARY IS LIVE STREAMED so that those unable 
to be with us in person can worship online via our YouTube channel (see link 
below).  We are now accessible to everyone.  We are grateful to Chris Hiner for 
creating the technological set up, and to our new Media & Communications 
Specialist, Daniel Jaros, who runs that technology during the service.  Interested 
in how it works?  Worship in the balcony and learn the ropes! 

https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC  

 
ALL CHILDREN & YOUTH ARE WELCOME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL: Pre-K 
through 8th graders will go to their classrooms after Children’s Time in worship 
each Sunday, to be collected there later at 11:15 AM after worship.  The 
Leadership Club (confirmation students) will meet again after worship TODAY, at 
11:15 AM in the Arlund Room, to explore their own faith in God.  Questions?  
Contact Carmel at: carmelf711@yahoo.com  

 

WORSHIP GUIDE 
(Bold indicates in unison.) 

[Live Streaming Begins Here] 

 

PRELUDE “I Need Thee Every Hour” Lowry, 

  arr. Labenske 
 

WELCOME  Pastor Ralph 

 

OPENING PRAYER  Pastor Ralph 

 Let the ears of all people be attentive; 
  the heavens are telling the glory of God! 
 Everything around us is an expression of God’s handiwork! 
  Let’s lift our hearts in praise of God! 
 Day and night, God is at work among us. 
  We are drawn together into one body, one community: the church. 
 As we draw close to God, we draw closer to each other. 
  In community we discover each person’s unique gift. 
 We honor the light of God’s love and the gifts of the Spirit 
  in each other.  Come, let us praise God, together. 
 Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC
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OPENING SONG “O for a World” CH #683 
 (verses 1 & 2) 
 

 O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways, 
 where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise. 
 

 O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved, 
 where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING I Corinthians 12:12-31a Leslie O’Day-Benyo 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.  If the 
foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that 
would not make it any less a part of the body.  And if the ear would say, 
"Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make 
it any less a part of the body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the hearing be?  If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of 
smell be?  But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, where would the body be?  
As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the 
hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no 
need of you."  On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less 
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members 
are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do 
not need this.  But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor 
to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but 
the members may have the same care for one another.  If one member 
suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; 
then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of 
leadership, various kinds of tongues.  Are all apostles?  Are all prophets?  Are 
 (continued) 



all teachers?  Do all work miracles?  Do all possess gifts of healing?  Do all 
speak in tongues?  Do all interpret?  But strive for the greater gifts. 
 

For the word of God in Scripture, for the word of God among us, for the word 
of God within us, THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 

MUSIC OF THE DAY “We Walk in Love” Witkoswski 

 Chancel Choir 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  Dr. Carmel Tinnes 
 (Pre-K through 8th grade children may now go to their lessons.) 

 

SONG “O for a World” CH #683 
 (verses 4 & 5) 
 

 The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the foolish ones are wise. 
 Tell all who mourn; outcasts belong, who perishes will rise. 
 

 O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace, 
 where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease. 
 

OUR CONVERSATION “Come as You Are” Rev. Ralph Brown 

 

CLOSE TO GOD IN PRAYER  Pastor Ralph 
 

We continue to pray for: 

 Afghanistan citizens in dire circumstances 
 All at risk in contracting COVID-19 

 Ally, Cynthia Martin’s granddaughter, recovering from a dog bite to her 
face 

 Annabelle, Cindy Kyle’s mother, frail and living alone at a distance 
 Ben Sharpe, with depression challenges 

 Bob and Sharon Smith, making decisions for future housing 
 Charles Sinclair, 11-month-old receiving chemotherapy 

 David, brother of Paul von Oeyen, in stem cell transplant treatment for 
leukemia 

 Drew Sharpe and family, mourning the death of his mother-in-law, 
Elizabeth (Gray) Krage 

 Jeff Foust’s mother, diagnosed with breast cancer 



 Galen Fisher, recovering from knee replacement surgery 

 Greg Peterson and family, mourning the death of his mother, Wilda, and 
extended family member, Nate 

 Jacquie Wagoner, recovering from surgery 

 Jean Thomson, in rehab following a stroke 
 John Fitzpatrick & Patrick Adams, fighting COVID together at home 

 Judy, Greg Peterson’s aunt, in palliative care with terminal cancer 
 Melissa Crook, denied custody and visitation of daughter, Calliope 

 Oxford students, teachers, and families, grieving in the wake of gun 
violence 

 Rita, John Lindstrom’s mother, hospitalized with serious health concerns 
 Rob, Sue Potter’s brother, in hospice care at the final stage of his journey 

 Ruth Biersdorf, in treatment for cancer 
 Steve Payer, recovering from knee surgery 

 Victims of war, violence, and natural disasters everywhere 

 Youth and adults with mental health challenges 
 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER OF JESUS All People 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

OUR GIFTS & SERVICE   

Your offering is welcomed in support of our ministry and may be made online 
at www.ccbucc.org; placed in the offering plate at the worship welcome area 
before, during, and after worship; or mailed to the church Attn: Treasurer. 
 

CLOSING SONG “Help Us Accept Each Other” NCH #388 
 

 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
 teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
 Be present, God, among us, and bring us to believe 
 we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. (continued) 

http://www.ccbucc.org/


 

 Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
 we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
 Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
 to love them as we find them, or as they may become. 
 

 Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
 in living situations to do the truth in love; 
 To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
 the table of forgiveness and laughter's healing art. 
 

 God, for today's encounters with all who are in need, 
 who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
 Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
 renew us with your Spirit; God!  Free us, make us one! 
  CCLI #741179 
 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING  Pastor Ralph 

 Depart to serve, strengthened by the Holy Spirit. 
 You are part of the Body of Christ, the Church. 
  We are strong and we are weak, 
  we are gifted and we are challenged, 
  yet each of us is part of this Body of Christ 
  and each of us is cherished by God and each other. 
 Go forth with praise on your lips. 
 The steadfast love of God will light your path. 
  Someone will see our joy and be lifted. 
  Someone will feel our acceptance and love 
  and be changed. 
  Someone’s life will be better 
  because we have shined the light of Christ on them. 
  Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE “Like a River Glorious” with Mountain/Handel, 

 “The Harmonious Blacksmith” arr. Ham 
 

[Live Streaming Ends Here] 

 



WE THANK our greeters, ushers, reader, choir, Tech Team: Daniel Jaros & 
Chris Hiner, Worship Design Team: Leslie O’Day-Benyo, and Music Team: Joe 
Bentley & Yalan Piao, for all their help with today’s service. 
  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & MINISTRY UPDATES Pastor Ralph 
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship pad in your pew.) 

 

OUR MINISTRY UPDATES 
 

JOIN US FOR THE 2022 FUNDING FOR MINISTRY PLAN 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & VOTE TODAY at the end of the worship 
service.  The Funding Plan, Narrative, and Proxy/Absentee Form documents 
were sent out via MailChimp email on Saturday, January 15th.  Please plan 
to attend. 
 

GOOGLE DOCS TRAINING - Join us TODAY in the Sanctuary after the 
Funding Meeting & Vote, for a training on Google Docs.  Bring your laptop, 
if you have one.  No previous experience necessary! 
 

ADULT C.E. BOOK DISCUSSION GATHERING: Join Carmel Tinnes in 
the Arlund Room at 11:15 AM next Sunday, January 30, for a discussion of 
the lovely and surprising memoir, Becoming Duchess Goldblatt, by 
Anonymous (2020).  "Part memoir and part joyful romp through the fields 
of imagination, the story behind a beloved pseudonymous Twitter account 
reveals how a writer deep in grief rebuilt a life worth living."  The book is 
available to purchase online.  Childcare is available, just contact Carmel 
(carmelf711@yahoo.com) if needed. 
 

MINISTRY TEAMS SIGN-UP: We will be using the following link: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-SdAgQsKF_zVLNdWYhS-
UYS8cuhK1U48_GWqE3PH-Bs/edit#gid=0 for the Google sheets document 
to sign-up for Ministry Teams throughout this winter.  Please check it to see 
continuing and new opportunities to participate on CCB-UCC teams.  You 
may access the document as many times as you wish and change your 
choices as needed.  Paper sign-up sheets are also available in the Narthex 
on the window outside the Conference Room.  Questions?  Email Cathy 
Rupert at cathyrupert@hotmail.com  
 

The complete church calendar is on our website: www.ccbucc.org   

mailto:carmelf711@yahoo.com
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A Just World for All 
 
Third Sunday after Epiphany January 23, 2022 

 

Welcome to CCB–UCC an “Open and Affirming” Church 
We warmly welcome everyone to worship and into the full life and leadership 
of the church.  Whatever your background - your race, your nationality, your 
physical or mental condition, your gender, your sexual orientation - whoever 
you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you in love as Jesus Christ 
welcomes all.  Gathered by the Holy Spirit, may the comfort and challenge of 
God’s presence renew and inspire us all throughout the coming week.  Again, 

welcome! 

 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Contact a Stephen Minister Leader: 
  Dr. Paul von Oeyen  248-646-0837 
 

 
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BIRMINGHAM 
1000 CRANBROOK ROAD (@ WOODWARD AVE)  
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48304-2725 

 
PHONE: 248-646-4511 

EMAIL: ccbinfo@ccbucc.org 
CCB WEBSITE: www.ccbucc.org 

MICHIGAN CONFERENCE WEBSITE: www.michucc.org 
DENOMINATIONAL WEBSITE: www.ucc.org 

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF  

Ministers - The Congregation Rev. Ralph Brown, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Carmel Tinnes, Director of Christian Education Dr. Joe Bentley, Choral Director 

Dr. Yalan Piao, Accompanist Jasmin West, Preschool/Early Elementary Teacher 

Daniel Jaros, Media & Communications Specialist Beth Prevost, Church Administrator 

Office Hours: Open Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM, lunch break 12:30 PM-1:00 PM 

mailto:ccbinfo@ccbucc.org
http://www.ccbucc.org/
http://www.michucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/

