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 Our Vision: Sharing Christ’s love; seeking justice and healing for all God’s 
 creation.  And to this end, we join together to build a community marked by: 
   Genuine Relationships 

   Partnerships for Social Action 

   Faith Sharing among People of All Ages 

   Commitment to Environmental Justice 
 

 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

July 3, 2022 ~ 10:00 AM 
 
 

 Welcome Visitors!  Please take a moment to join us in signing and passing our 
 Ritual of Friendship book.  We heartily welcome you to this church family. 
 

 You May Contact Rev. Carrie Orlando for any pastoral request or emergency at 
 586-292-4561 while Rev. Ralph Brown is on vacation through tomorrow, July 4.  After 
 tomorrow, contact Pastor Ralph at 586-872-1618 or brown.ralph.h@gmail.com  
 

 Prayer Requests?  Text Rev. Brown (586-872-1618) by 9:30 AM Sunday for 
 inclusion in the Sunday morning prayers, and/or by 11:00 AM to be included in the 
 Weekly Prayers email. 
 

 Get in the Loop!  Stay current on CCBUCC news.  Contact the church office to 
 receive our email communications. 
 

 View Sunday Worship Live Streams and all previously recorded services at: 
 https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC  
 

mailto:brown.ralph.h@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC


WE THANK TODAY’S GUEST PREACHER, REV. ZONDRA L. TAYLOR - 
 Rev. Taylor has diverse experiences in ministry as God has prepared her 
nationally and internationally for teaching seminars, leading workshops, and 
preaching to individuals in various settings such as: churches, street corners, the 
rural country of the West Indies, and prisons for both men and women. 
 Through her steadfast dedication and commitment to Jesus Christ, Zondra 
was ordained as Evangelist in the mid-1990s, appointed Co-Pastor of Lamore 
Park Church of God of Prophecy in Battle Creek, and ordained as Elder at 
Abyssinia Christ Centered Ministry of Southfield. 
 Currently Rev. Zondra L. Taylor is serving as Associate Pastor of 
WHOSOEVER Ministries, UCC, Grosse Pointe, as she continues to follow the 
leading of God’s Holy Spirit.  You may also remember Zondra, as she preached to 
our congregation before the pandemic in our garden in 2018. 
 

OUR WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED so that those unable to be with us in 
person can worship online on our YouTube channel (see link below).  We’re 
happy to be accessible to everyone and are deeply grateful to Chris Hiner for 
creating the technological set up!  Our Media & Communications Specialist, 
Daniel Jaros, runs the streaming technology during the service.  We invite others 
to be trained to monitor the sound and live chat.  Interested in how it works?  
Observe Daniel and learn the ropes! 

https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL - The children will meet in the veggie garden 
area, through the south hedge at the end of the parking lot, or the Arlund Room 
if bad weather.  Please drop them off before worship begins and pick them up as 
soon as the Postlude is completed.  In class they’ll learn about the Heifer 
Project, an international program to assist impoverished people to become self-
sustaining.  The congregation is invited to donate to this program (see details in 
Our Ministry Updates).  Members of 4-H who raise animals will visit with our 
children to teach about animal care! 
 This month, volunteers will lead a story and play time.  Stories will be 
provided.  A volunteer is needed for July 31.  Please contact Carmel if you’re 
available ASAP at: carmelf711@yahoo.com.  A background check will be needed 
if you haven’t already had one through CCBUCC.  NOTE: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
IN AUGUST.  Classes will resume indoors after Labor Day weekend. 
  

 

WORSHIP GUIDE 
(Bold indicates in unison.) 

[Live Streaming Begins Here] 

https://www.youtube.com/c/CongregationalChurchofBirminghamUCC
mailto:CARMELF711@YAHOO.COM


PRELUDE “The Heart of Worship Redman, 

 (When the Music Fades)” arr. Alex-Zsolt 
 

WELCOME  Galen Fisher 
 

SONG “This Is My Song” CH #722 
 

 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
 a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
 This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
 here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 
 but other hearts in other lands are beating 
 with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 

 My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 
 and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 
 but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
 and skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 
 O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, 
 a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

 This is my prayer, O Ruler of all nations: 
 let thy reign come; on earth thy will be done. 
 In peace may all earth’s people draw together, 
 and hearts united learn to live as one. 
 O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations; 
 myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 
 

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD  Galen Fisher and All 

 Come, give thanks for all of God’s blessings. 
 We thank you God, for life and all the gifts that sustain us, 
  for clean water and air, for food to eat and food to share. 
 We ask for these blessings to be given to all people. 
 Come and give thanks for all that makes life 
  a delight and not a burden. 
 We give thanks to you for those who we love 
  and for those who love us. 
 We give thanks for all the creative arts that inspire us; 
  for science, deep thought, curiosity, imagination, 
  and for all that pushes us beyond our narrow limits. (cont.) 



 Come and give thanks for that which makes us who we are. 
 We give thanks for Jesus Christ, for his story 
  and for this beloved community of faith. 
 We give thanks for the best of who we are as a nation, 
  for the dream of democracy and justice for all. 
 And, we ask that each time we fall into error, O God, 
  your Word might lift us again into faithfulness.  Amen. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” CH #261 
 

 There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 
 and I know that it’s the Spirit of our God; 
 there are sweet expressions on each face, 
 and I know they feel the presence of our God. 
 

 Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, 
 stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 
 and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 
 without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived 
 when we shall leave this place. 
 

THE WORD IN SCRIPTURE John 8:31-36 NRSV Galen Fisher 

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.”  They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham 
and have never been slaves to anyone.  What do you mean by saying, ‘You 
will be made free’?”  Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone 
who commits sin is a slave to sin.  The slave does not have a permanent 
place in the household; the son has a place there forever.  So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

For the word of God in Scripture, for the word of God among us, 
for the word of God within us, THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 

OUR CONVERSATION “Free Indeed” Rev. Zondra Taylor 

 True Independence 
 

“For freedom Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”  Galatians 5:1 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Zondra Taylor 
 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS  All People 

Our Loving God beyond and within, holy is your name. 
Your community come, your way be followed on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us, today, our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the way, the power and the glory, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

We Continue to Pray for: 

 Afghan and Ukrainian citizens and refugees, in dire circumstances seeking 
safety and peace 

 All at risk in contracting COVID-19 

 Ben Sharpe, seeking effective treatment for anxiety and depression 

 Bob Rauth and family, grieving the death of wife, Marilyn 

 The grieving family of Cathy Carey, including husband Roger, and 
grandchildren Jameson Peterson, Jayden, Illyana and Lydiana Carey 

 Cindy Kyle and family, grieving the death of mother, Annabelle 

 Cliff & Jacquie Wagoner, adjusting in their new spaces 

 David, brother of Paul von Oeyen, gratefully in remission from leukemia, and 
dealing with lingering complications from decreased immunity 

 Elie Schulz, recovering from ACL repair surgery 

 Greg Peterson and family, grieving the death of aunt, Judy Brooks 

 Jean Thomson, in assisted living following a stroke 

 Jeff Foust’s mother, diagnosed with breast cancer 

 Liz Kircos, in rehab following hip surgery after a fall 

 Mary Peterson and family, grieving the death of mother, Edith Price 

 Melissa Crook and family, separated from daughter, Calliope 

 Oxford students, teachers, and families, grieving in the wake of gun violence 

 Ruth Biersdorf, in treatment for cancer 

 Shirley Fogarty, recovering in Rhode Island after a fall 

 Sue Potter and family, mourning the death of brother, Robert 

 Uvalde families, classmates, teachers, school staff, first responders, healthcare 
workers, and all grieving in the aftermath of tragic gun violence 

 Victims of war, violence, and natural disasters everywhere 

 Youth and adults with mental health challenges 



OUR GIFTS & SERVICE  Galen Fisher 

Your offering is welcomed in support of our ministry and may be made online 
at www.ccbucc.org; placed in the offering plate at the entrance to the worship 
area (before, during, or after worship); or mailed to us Attn: Treasurer. 
 

SONG “We Shall Overcome” CH #630 
 (verses 1, 3, 5 & 6) 
 

 We shall overcome, we shall overcome, 
 we shall overcome someday! 
 Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
 we shall overcome someday! 
 

 We’ll walk hand in hand… 
 

 The truth shall make us free… 
 

 We shall live in peace… 
 

WE LEAVE TO SERVE  Rev. Taylor and All 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 

return to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 
support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” Bach, arr. Sanborn 
 

[Live Streaming Ends Here] 
  
 

WE THANK our greeters, ushers, liturgist, Tech Team: Daniel Jaros & Chris Hiner, 
Worship Design Team: Leslie O’Day-Benyo & Margherita Fisher, and Music Team: 
Joe Bentley & Yalan Piao, for all their help with today’s service. 
  
 

JOYS, CONCERNS & MINISTRY UPDATES Galen Fisher 
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship pad.) 

 

OUR MINISTRY UPDATES 
 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL PROJECT COLLECTION: Our Sunday School 
children are learning how a Heifer Project donation helps lift families out of food 

http://www.ccbucc.org/


and income insecurity improving the lives of recipients of donated livestock and 
whole communities.  Recipient families promise to pass on healthy offspring of 
Heifer donated livestock to another family, transforming recipients into donors!  
This concept, called “Passing on the Gift”®, creates a ripple effect transforming 
lives and communities – at the very least doubling the impact of a donation. 

The children are learning how each animal: heifers, water buffalos, goats, 
sheep, chickens, rabbits, even bees, can help a family and community reach an 
income that provides a decent standard of living.  Please consider helping our 
children help others.  Contribute to their summer mission project NOW through 
July 31.  Make donations to the Heifer Project on the CCBUCC website at 
www.ccbucc.org, by check in either the Sunday collection plate, or mailed to us 
“Attn: Treasurer.”  (Please note “Heifer Project” on the memo line). 
 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS: The church office will be closed tomorrow, 
Monday, July 4, in observance of the Independence Day holiday. 
 

WORSHIP IN THE GARDEN!  Join us for worship under the trees NOW 
through Labor Day weekend – weather permitting of course! 
 

WORSHIP IN THE GARDEN HELP NEEDED!  We’re seeking helpers to set up 
chairs under the trees at 9:15 AM each Sunday through Labor Day weekend.  If 
you can help 1-2 Sundays a month, please contact Galen Fisher [248-705-2183], 
Pastor Ralph, or use the Ministry Teams Google sign-up document. 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS are in effect NOW through Labor Day weekend.  
The church office is CLOSED Fridays and OPEN Monday-Thursday, 9AM-3:30PM. 
 

VEGGIE GARDEN UPDATE: In the last few weeks, we got a bunch more plants 
in the ground: eggplant, zucchini, peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers, and yellow 
squash.  The lettuce, kale, celery and chives are growing like crazy!  If you want 
to keep tabs remotely, here's a link with an album of recent photos and weather 
data: http://bit.ly/CCBUCCgarden   
 

MINISTRY TEAMS SIGN-UP: Link to the Google sheets sign-up documents: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-SdAgQsKF_zVLNdWYhS-
UYS8cuhK1U48_GWqE3PH-Bs/edit#gid=0 for all CCBUCC Ministry Teams 
throughout the year.  Check for continuing and new opportunities to participate.  
Access the document as many times as you wish.  Change/update your choices 
as needed.  Questions?  Email Cathy Rupert cathyrupert@hotmail.com   
 

The complete church calendar is on our website: www.ccbucc.org    

http://www.ccbucc.org/
http://bit.ly/CCBUCCgarden
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-SdAgQsKF_zVLNdWYhS-UYS8cuhK1U48_GWqE3PH-Bs/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-SdAgQsKF_zVLNdWYhS-UYS8cuhK1U48_GWqE3PH-Bs/edit#gid=0
mailto:cathyrupert@hotmail.com
http://www.ccbucc.org/


 

A Just World for All 

 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost July 3, 2022 

 

Welcome to CCBUCC an “Open and Affirming” Church 
We warmly welcome everyone to worship and into the full life and leadership 
of the church.  Whatever your background - your race, your nationality, your 
physical or mental condition, your gender, your sexual orientation - whoever 
you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you in love as Jesus Christ 
welcomes all.  Gathered by the Holy Spirit, may the comfort and challenge of 
God’s presence renew and inspire us all throughout the coming week.  Again, 

welcome! 

 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
Contact a Stephen Minister Leader: 
Dr. Paul von Oeyen  248-646-0837 

 
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BIRMINGHAM 
1000 CRANBROOK ROAD (@ WOODWARD AVE) 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48304-2725 

 
PHONE: 248-646-4511 

EMAIL: ccbinfo@ccbucc.org 
CCB WEBSITE: www.ccbucc.org 

MICHIGAN CONFERENCE WEBSITE: www.michucc.org 
DENOMINATIONAL WEBSITE: www.ucc.org 

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF  
Ministers - The Congregation Rev. Ralph Brown, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Carmel Tinnes, Director of Christian Education Dr. Joe Bentley, Choral Director 
Dr. Yalan Piao, Accompanist Jasmin West, Preschool/Early Elementary Teacher 
Daniel Jaros, Media & Communications Specialist Beth Prevost, Church Administrator 

Summer Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00AM-3:30PM, Closed Friday (thru Labor Day) 

mailto:ccbinfo@ccbucc.org
http://www.ccbucc.org/
http://www.michucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/

